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If you like what you see, tell the world. If you have a problem come and see the principal.
Pomonal Primary School should be a place of learning where everyone in the school feels a
sense of belonging. Where respect, responsibility and persistence are our key values.

Principal Report:
Welcome back to Term 4 at Pomonal Primary School. This term has really
began with a bang! The past 2 weeks have been jam packed with classroom
learning and extra-curricular activities. Read on to find about what the students have been learning and participating in.
On Friday, it was announced by Hon Jaala Pulford MP (Member for Western
Victoria) that Pomonal Primary School is one of 93 schools across Victoria
sharing in $15 million to build all-access play areas, sensory gardens and
outdoor learning areas to support students with disabilities and additional
needs.
The Labor Member for Western Victoria, Jaala Pulford, said

$90,300
has been approved for Pomonal Primary School under
the latest round of the Andrews Government’s $30 million Inclusive Schools Fund.
The school will use the funds to create an outdoor classroom, kitchen and
sensory area. We are absolutely thrilled that our grant submission won!!!
On top of this significant grant, Pomonal Primary School received some
additional departmental funding this term to enhance Respectful Relationships at our school and to make our school more inclusive.
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We will be utilising the funds to develop the shed area. Plans include
shelving, storage cupboards and ‘soft furnishings’ to allow the shed to be
utilised as a library, science classroom and playgroup area. We also plan
to purchase some additional classroom furniture and to revamp the front
entrance gardens to more engaging/ student friendly areas.
We cant wait to begin developing plans to greatly enhance our school!

Students throwing their hats in excitement on the proposed PSNAP site.

A project steering/ development committee will be established in the near
future as the grant funds are released.

School Working Bee
Thankyou to all the parents/ students/ staff and pre-service teachers who were
able to volunteer their time on Friday evening. We had a very productive
working bee and achieved the following tasks:
-Volleyball court was weeded and raked (time for some beach volleyball!)
-Cleaning store room was emptied and cleaned out.
-Numerous wheelbarrow loads of bark were spread on the front garden
-Sprinkler systems were repaired
-Wall bracing was installed in preparation for hanging plaster on the shed walls
Thankyou to all involved!
Pre-Service teachers
This term we are extremely fortunate to have two pre-service teachers join our
team at Pomonal Primary School.
We welcome Bree Close who is studying with Federation University. She will
be teaching in the junior Classroom for the next 3 weeks. Adele Maidment is
currently studying with Charles Darwin University and will be observing/ teaching in the Senior Class for next 3 weeks.
Pomonal Speed Initiative
Ararat Shire was successful in obtaining a $50,000 grant from Vic Roads to
develop an initiative to reduce speeds in the Pomonal township. A steering
committee has been formed with members from Pomonal Progress, Victoria
Police, Vic Roads, Ararat Shire, Pomonal Hall Committee and Pomonal Primary School/ Council. A concept designer has been deployed to begin working
with the steering committee to develop a plan that will not only Promote Pomonal community but also provide a welcoming entrance to the town as it
aims to reduce traffic speeds.
During the course of the grant proposal speed calculators were placed near
the school with speeds of up to 160kmh calculated and the average speed
passing the school being around 70-80kmh.

School Volunteers
Mavis will away for the next few weeks and so
will be unable to assist in the junior class assisting with literacy rotations. She will be very
much missed!

If there is anyone able to assist in the
junior class (in Mavis’ absence) with
literacy rotations, please notify Claire.
Playgroup
Playgroup has commenced at Pomonal
Primary School (fortnightly)
from 9.3011.00am. We welcome families with pre-school
aged children (0-5) to our school to enjoy our
school facilities and to participate in activities
with the junior class from 10.00am –11.00am.
Transition to school days
New preps enrolling at Pomonal Primary School have been invited to attend
formalised transition days where they will experience learning a traditional literacy and numeracy block, participate in an art and Marc Van lesson. We
hope this make the transition to school as a prep in 2019 less daunting.
Inter-agency Fire Drill/ Lock down
On the 9th November members of Pomonal CFA, Victorian Police and DWELP
will cohesively work together to manage a fire scenario that involves Pomonal
Primary School. Students will experience being kept safe in the school emergency shelter (in the classrooms) in preparation for the upcoming bushfire
season whilst the emergency services manage the scenario. Students will
have the opportunity to meet members of the Police, CFA and DWELP after
the scenario is finished and to have their questions answered. Parents are invited to attend the scenario discussion at 3pm.

Pomonal Resilience Gathering
Pomonal Primary School students worked together to create a very large
scaled town map of Pomonal which was utilised for town residents to
place a labelled rock on the map where they live.

Staff PD
Belinda has been attending ‘Literacy Leaders’ Professional Development
throughout last term and will continue this term. This course is based on
leading research and aims at developing best practice Literacy teaching.
This course will assist in developing an improved school-wide approach
to teaching all literacy domains.
Belinda is also enrolled in the Evolve -New Principal Coaching 18 month
course which provides individualised coaching and mentoring and technical leadership for new principals.
Claire is attending a PD on Formative Assessment in the Early Years
(Learning how to best utilise the beginning of year assessments to formulate teaching and learning plans).
Belinda Wethers
Pomonal Primary School Principal

What have the students been up to?
Compost Competition
During the School Holidays, the students compost that they had been working on creating all Term was finally
judged at the Pomonal Wildflower Show.
Students excitedly watched on in anticipation as the judges rigorously tested
the compost. They sniffed it, rolled it into
balls, crumbled it, compared the
colour and amount. The winning
team announced was ‘The Boys
Team’. Well done to Cooper,
Euan, Tyson and Dusty for creating the best compost and working
so well as a team to add ‘secret ingredients and to turn their compost.
New Garden Beds
Senior students calculated the combined volume of their composts in
maths and determined that they only had enough compost to fill the top
1/3 of the 3 new compost bins. Together they worked hard to wheelbarrow loads of mulch and hay to fill the bottom two thirds of the planter
boxes in preparation for planting new seedlings.
Senior students

‘Sustainable Schools’ Lunch Time Club
As part of our enterprise unit this term, students are learning how to create products to sell at the November Pomonal market that encourage
sustainability.
Students learnt how to create seed pods (that can be thrown directly into
the ground and left to germinate with little additional effort.

The seed pod production line –lunchtime activity
Regional Inter-School Athletics
Two students represented our school at the Regional Athletics Carnival
in Warrnambool last Friday. Indigo competed in the 9 Year old long jump
and Euan competed in the 10 Year old hurdles. Both students came 9th
in their events. Congratulations to both Euan and Indigo!
Cluster Day –Hosted by Pomonal Primary School students
We hosted a Culture Day with 130 students from the Grampians Cluster
(Hallsgap, Concongella and Great Western).
Students enjoyed making damper on a camp fire whilst creating Aboriginal Dreamtime stories.
They played Soccer and learnt some other South American games. Students made North American Dream Catchers and Japanese Koinobori
windsocks. All students were extremely well behaved and enjoyed
Interacting with each other.

Film Production
Students have busily been developing their story line and have almost
created all the individual scenes and are now creating scripts in preparation for the filming unit. Whispers have it that there will be a scene filmed
at the zoo...
Pomonal after Hours Art School
We are delighted to announce that our very talented art teacher -Mrs
Powell has offered to run her private art school (for students) on Tuesday
evenings in the Pomonal Art Room from 3.15-4.45pm.
Cost is $20/ student per session and includes afternoon tea.
Places are limited.
Please contact Belinda to register students.

Up coming Events
Inter-School Golf Tournament
On Friday, 26th October, 10 students from Pomonal Primary have been
invited to represent our school in the Inter-School Golf Tournament.
Students attending are: Tayla, Charlie, Shari, Mana, Kiki, Euan, Cole,
Cooper, Krys and Darcy
Students will walk around in groups of 3 or 4 (accompanied by a parent
volunteer) and play 9 holes of golf.
Students involved are to meet at the school at 8.50am and will be driven
by parent volunteers . The competition ends at 1.30pm. Students will be
driven back to school by parent volunteers and will conclude their day at
school.
Thankyou to Richi Darling, Claire Evans who have kindly offered to accompany students and coach them on the day.

We still require one parent volunteer. Please let
Belinda know asap if you can help out asap!

Happy Birthday Harriet for the 23/10/18

Key Events
Mon 5/11 –Parent /Teacher/ Student (op!onal) Interviews –Please record manes on interview schedule on front no/ce board
Wed 7/11 –Interschool Cricket Tournament (T20) Y5/ 6 students (Permission note with
addi/onal details will
Wed– Fri 14/15/16/ 21/22/23 November –Swimming Program (Ararat heated indoor
pool) -Students will travel by bus. Costs will be heavily subsidised. (Half day program)
Mon 19/11 –CERES (Centre for Educa!on and Research in Environmental Strategies) Excursion (Melbourne). Students will meet at Ararat and travel free on V/line and excursion
fee will be heavily subsidised. Parents are welcome to aend at own cost.
Mon 26/11 –Interschool Cricket Tournament (T20) Y3/4 students.

oﬀered to accompany students and coach them on the day.

Inter-agency Fire Drill/ Lock down
On the .... November members of Pomonal CFA, Victorian Police and DWELP will cohesively work together to manage a ﬁre scenario that involves Pomonal Primary School. Students will experience being kept safe in the school
emergency shelter (in the classrooms) in prepara/on for the upcoming bushﬁre season.
Students will have the opportunity to meet members of the Police, CFA and DWELP a?er the scenario is ﬁnished
and to have their ques/ons answered. Parents are invited to aAend the scenario discussion at 3pm.
Pomonal Speed Ini/a/ve
Ararat Shire was successful in obtaining a $50,000 grant from Vic Roads to develop an ini/a/ve to reduce speeds in
the Pomonal township. A steering commiAee has been formed with members from Pomonal Progress, Victoria Police, Vic Roads, Ararat Shire, Pomonal Hall CommiAee and Pomonal Primary School/ Council. A concept designer has
been deployed to begin working with the steering commiAee to develop a plan that will not only Promote Pomonal
community but also provide a welcoming entrance to the town as it aims to reduce traﬃc speeds.
During the course of the grant proposal speed calculators were placed near the school with speeds of up to 160kmh
calculated and the average speed passing the school being around 70-89kmh.

